
Lessons for Tisha B’Av Commemoration for the Destruction of the Temple 29 July 

 

Collect: 

Almighty God, who blessed your people Israel by dwelling in their midst in the 

temple in Jerusalem, comfort those who mourn the loss of that temple and dwell ever more 

with them, and with and in us whom you have claimed as your own through your holy 

child Jesus; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

First Lesson: 2 Kings 25:1-12 

And in the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth month, on the tenth day of the month, 

King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon came with all his army against Jerusalem, and laid siege 

to it; they built siegeworks against it all around. So the city was besieged until the eleventh 

year of King Zedekiah. On the ninth day of the fourth month the famine became so severe 

in the city that there was no food for the people of the land. Then a breach was made in the 

city wall; the king with all the soldiers fled by night by the way of the gate between the two 

walls, by the king’s garden, though the Chaldeans were all around the city. They went in the 

direction of the Arabah. But the army of the Chaldeans pursued the king, and overtook him 

in the plains of Jericho; all his army was scattered, deserting him. Then they captured the 

king and brought him up to the king of Babylon at Riblah, who passed sentence on him. 

They slaughtered the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes, then put out the eyes of Zedekiah; 

they bound him in fetters and took him to Babylon.  

When Jehoiachin yielded the monarchy to Nebuchadnezzar, God also yielded the 

temple to him. In the fifth month, on the seventh day of the month—which was the 

nineteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon—Nebuzaradan, the captain of 

the bodyguard, a servant of the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem. He burned the house of 

the LORD, the king’s house, and all the houses of Jerusalem; every great house he burned 

down. All the army of the Chaldeans who were with the captain of the guard broke down 

the walls around Jerusalem.  Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried into exile the rest 

of the people who were left in the city and the deserters who had defected to the king of 



Babylon—all the rest of the population.  But the captain of the guard left some of the 

poorest people of the land to be vinedressers and tillers of the soil. 

 

Psalm 74:1-12 

1 O God, why do you cast us off forever? 

Why does your anger smoke against the sheep of your pasture? 

2 Remember your congregation, which you acquired long ago, 

which you redeemed to be the tribe of your heritage. 

Remember Mount Zion, where you came to dwell. 

3 Direct your steps to the perpetual ruins; 

the enemy has destroyed everything in the sanctuary. 

4 Your foes have roared within your holy place; 

they set up their emblems there. 

5 At the upper entrance they hacked 

the wooden trellis with axes. 

6 And then, with hatchets and hammers, 

they smashed all its carved work. 

7 They set your sanctuary on fire; 

they desecrated the dwelling place of your name, 

bringing it to the ground. 

8 They said to themselves, “We will utterly subdue them”; 

they burned all the meeting places of God in the land. 

9 We do not see our emblems; 

there is no longer any prophet, 

and there is no one among us who knows how long. 

10 How long, O God, is the foe to scoff? 

Is the enemy to revile your name forever? 

11 Why do you hold back your hand; 

why do you keep your hand in your bosom? 

12 Yet God my King is from of old, 

working salvation in the earth. 



 

Second Lesson: Ephesians 2:12-22 

But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the 

blood of Christ. For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has 

broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. He has abolished the law 

with its commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new humanity 

in place of the two, thus making peace, and might reconcile both groups to God in one body 

through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it. So he came and proclaimed 

peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near; for through him both of us 

have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but 

you are citizens with the saints and also members of the household of God, built upon the 

foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. In 

him the whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in 

whom you also are built together spiritually into a dwelling place for God. 

 

Gospel: John 2:13-22 

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he 

found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. 

Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the 

cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. He 

told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making my 

Father’s house a marketplace!” His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your 

house will consume me.” The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing 

this?” Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” The 

Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you 

raise it up in three days?” But he was speaking of the temple of his body. After he was raised 

from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the 

scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 

 


